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The Conrad City Council met in regular session on April 11, 2024.  Council Members Todd 
Schnathorst, Peg Brown, John Dinsmore and Jeff Frank were present. Lindsay Kuhl was absent. 
Lori Stansberry and Luke Wilson were also in attendance. Mayor Martin called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 pm with the pledge of allegiance.   

   
Council member Brown made a motion to approve the agenda. Dinsmore seconded the 

motion. Motion carried 4-0.   
 
Schnathorst made a motion and Frank seconded the motion to approve the consent agenda 

which included minutes from March 14 & 26, 2024; financial reports; utility billing audit report 
for March 2024; building permit for Oakwood Golf Course for outside patio, cigarette license 
for Hometown Foods of Conrad, approve liquor license for Casey’s and Hometown Foods of 
Conrad and the claims list.  The total of all claims was $127,992.64.  Motion approved 4-0. 

 
The following claims include expenses for the City, Park Board, Library, Museum, Fire 

Department and B-CERT. 
 
Advantage Admin, benefits/fees 1,013.88 
Airgas, rental 50.71 
Alliant Energy, utilities 6,077.92 
Arnold Motor, supplies 156.11 
Bank of America, publications 1209.50 
Bound Tree, supplies 218.69 
Busch Lawn Care, mowing 200.00 
Conrad Auto, supplies 4.11 
Cooking Light, periodical 35.00 
Craig Smith, snow blowing 450.00 
Eurofins Environment, testing 84.20 
First National Bank, supplies 400.83 
GFC Leasing, copier 110.85 
GNB Insurance, insurance 65,637.00 
Grundy Co Hospital, supplies 51.03 
Grundy Co Sheriff, service 8,130.00 
Heart of Iowa, phone/internet 545.43 
IMFOA, dues 50.00 
IRS, taxes 6,023.29 
Iowa Dept of Revenue, taxes 2,719.44 

Iowa Regional Utilities, water 9,148.08 
IPERS, pension 3,769.67 
National Geographic, periodical 59.00 
Midwest Tapes, data base 190.80 
MidwestOne, supplies/conference 519.29 
Moler Sanitation, garbage/recycling 210.00 
Nutrien Solutions, fuel 552.10 
Petty Cash-library, supplies 12.60 
Ranger Rick, periodical 52.95 
Rasmusson Service, repairs 766.53 
Roy Sharp, snow blowing 850.00 
US Postmaster, postage 190.73 
Verizon Wireless, cell phones 144.38 
WEX Bank, fuel 45.96 
Wilkerson Hardware, supplies 17.97  
 
Payroll, 03/15/24 to 04/11/24 17,794.53 
 
 
Totals Claims  $ 127,992.64

     
Fiscal Year 2023 receipts and transfers in per fund: General/CIP Reserve $548,902; RUT 

$150,698; Employee Benefits $82,757; Emergency $10,333; LOST $128,107; TIF $180,219; 
Debt Service $263,551; Capital Projects $720,351; Water $336,766; Sanitary Sewer $326,169 
and Storm Water $30,812. Total $2,441,900. 

 
Fiscal Year 2023 expenditures and transfers out per fund: General/CIP Reserve $615,278; 

RUT $206,429; Employee Benefits $74,917; Emergency $10,264; LOST $165,147; TIF 
$179,377; Debt Service $262,279; Capital Projects $255,892; Water $299,127 and Sanitary 
Sewer $229,124.02 and Storm Sewer 158.  Total $2,299,091. 
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Linda Neal, Conrad resident, requested a no parking sign by her house due to semi’s 

parking there and blocking her driveway.  She has had to wait to get into her driveway.  She 
has talked to Peg regarding this who has seen it.  Mayor Martin explained that it would 
require an ordinance change and it would take the sheriff’s office to enforce.  Schnathorst 
made a motion to make the change to the ordinance.  Dinsmore seconded the motion.  
Motion approved 4-0. 

 
Steve Cox, Assistant to Grundy County Engineer, was here to give an update on Center 

Street HMA Paving project.  He explained that there was a change order #1 regarding a 
change to the original design.  The change was to take the rock base out and replace with 
thicker asphalt.  This change would save some money for both entities.  Wilson agreed with 
the change.  Cox explained the schedule for the project. Schnathorst asked if it would be 
done for graduation (May 19th) and Black Dirt Days (June 7 & 8).  Cox said they would not do 
work on Black Dirt Days but for graduation the street would be open.  Cox also explained 
that 5 – 6 utility poles need to be moved.  He had already been in contact with Alliant.  
Brown made a motion to approve the change order.  Dinsmore seconded the motion.  
Motion approved 4-0. 

 
Anderson Funeral Home made a request to close the alley by their business and go south 

to Hometown Foods of Conrad.  This would be on May 18th from noon to ten for a 
graduation party.  Hometown Foods of Conrad will need to be contacted to make sure it will 
not affect any of their deliveries.  Schnathorst made a motion to approve with Dinsmore 
seconding the motion pending approval from Hometown Foods of Conrad.  Motion approved 
4-0. 

 
A request from the public works staff was made to replace the fire hydrant on Southwest 

corner of Ritchie’s. It has been leaking and would cost between $5,200 to $5,785.  Brown 
made a motion to approve the replacement with Frank seconding it.  Motion approved 4-0. 

 
Mayor Martin discussed the possible purchase of 93 acres of land that is east of city 

limits. The land is being sold from the Freda B. Smith and William H. Smith Trust at a cost of 
$1,629,075.  Currently the city is land locked for future growth.  Martin explained the Conrad 
Development Corporation would be making the offer contingent on the City obtaining 
financing.  Schnathorst inquired if we would be paying on it before having any income and 
having it finalized by October 31, 2024.   Peg asked about the rent of the land by the current 
farmer.  Martin explained that the Trust would keep the 2024 rent since they are accepting 
the offer pending financing.  The bonding attorneys were contacted regarding the sale.  
Dorsey & Whitney recommended the City use a financial consultant regarding the financing 
of the purchase.  Dinsmore made a motion to approve Mayor Martin to sign the engagement 
letter with UMB for financial assistance.  Frank seconded the motion.  Motion approved 4-0.  
Schnathorst made a motion to approve Conrad Development Corporation to make the offer 
to the Trust pending financial approval.  Brown seconded the motion.  Motion approved 4-0. 

 
Wilson explained that there were 13 bidders for the South Main Street Trail Extension 

Project.  He sent out 30 notices. The low bidder came in $30,000 less than the engineer’s 
opinion of probable construction costs.  Peterson HHPH from Hudson, IA was the low bidder 
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at $82,945.50.  They will use Triple A Concrete for the concrete work.  They should be here in 
approximately three weeks and should be done by Black Dirt Days.  Frank asked about the 
road being closed and Wilson explained most work will be done off the street.  Dinsmore 
made a motion to approve Resolution #2024-12 to Accept Bid and Authorizing Award of 
Contract for the South Main Street Trail Extension Project to Peter HHPH.  Brown seconded 
the motion.  Resolution approved 4-0. 

 
Dinsmore made a motion to approve Resolution #2024-13 to set April 29, 2024 at 12 pm 

(noon) for the public hearing to approve the budget for fiscal year ending June 30, 2025.  
Schnathorst seconded the motion.  Resolution approved 4-0. 

 
Schnathorst made a motion and was seconded by Frank to adjourn the meeting at 7:42. 

 
Jeff Martin, Mayor     Lori Stansberry, Administrator/Clerk 
 
 


